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Art. XXX.— Transactions of American Slate Medical Societies. 

1. Proceedings of the Connecticut Medical Society. May. 1876. 8vo. pp. 157. 

2. Transactions of the Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland. April 

1876. 8vo. pp. 165. 

3. Transactions of the Iowa State Medical Society, 1872 to 1876 inclusive. 

l2mo. pp. 224. 

4. Transactions of the Slate Medical Society of A rJcansas, 1875-6. pp. 100. 

Little Rock, Ark., 1875. 

5. Transactions of the Medical Association of the Stale of Alabama, April 

1876. 8vo. pp. 270. * 

6. Transactions of the South Carolina Medical Association, April, 1876 

pp. 91. 

7. Transactions of the Medical Association of the Stale of Missouri, April 

1876. pp. 79. 

8. Transactions of the Medical Society of the State of California April 

1876; pp. 168. 

9. Transactions of the Medical Society of New Jersey, May, 1876; pp. 314. 

10. Transactions of the Medical Society of the State of Pennsylvania, May 

and June, 1876. pp. 386. 

1. We observe that an attempt is making in the Connecticut Society to elicit 
the opinions of physicians all over the State, by circular letters of inquiry, espe¬ 
cially respecting the prevailing beliefs and ideas concerning diphtheria. He* 
plies have not been at all as numerous ns might have been hoped. They indicate, 
however, a belief in the distinct nature of the disease, in its constitutional 
character, and in the need of supporting treatment. Tincture of iron is the 
one tonic almost unanimously trusted. 

Dr. Paddock, of Norwich, describes a human monstrosity in which the two 
eyeballs, partly conjoined, were placed in one central orbit, ond the nose, want¬ 
ing in the natural position, was represented by a fleshy appendage to the fore¬ 
head above the eye. The child was born alive, but died almost immediately. 

An article on Laryngeal Phthisis by Dr. Chamberlain, and two or three brief 
papers and obituaries, with some essays which possess little novelty, complete 
this publication. The work is neatly printed and has two or three coloured 
lithographs of pathological specimens. 

2. In the transactions of the Maryland Faculty we find the orthodox, and 
much to-be dreaded, annual oration. This time, however, we meet with an 
agreeable surprise. Dr. Roberts Bartholow discusses, in a very pleasant and 
instructive manner, the Degree of Certainty in Therapeutics. While thoroughly 
alive to the worthless nature of much so-called evidence as to the virtues of 
drugs and other means or treatment, the orator takes no dismal or faithless view 
of the physician’s armament. Both aims and results of treatment are more 
definite and more certain than of old. The value or physiological experiment 
on animals in determining the action of drugs is highly appreciated, and de¬ 
fended from its adversaries. The humiliating errors and uncertainties of empi¬ 
rical therapeutics are well set forth. The supposed virtues which medical 
experience has attributed to drugs should be tested by physiological experi¬ 
ment. 

A Report on Surgery from a standing committee, notes the advanced ideas 
and improved methods of the day. The author of this report, Prof. Christo- 
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pher Johnston, relates a case of vesical exstrophy io which he operated essen¬ 
tially by the method of Wood. After etherization— 

“A great umbilical flap was brought down over the bladder, the skin sur¬ 
face lying under, and this was covered by two wing flaps, one from either 
groin, which met in the middle line, and were secured to the first oblong 
flap. The space left by the umbilical flap was almost effaced by drawing 
together the integuments of opposite sides, and which had been dissected np ; 
while the spaces left by the wing flaps were obliterated by a gliding of the skin 
which lay beyond the groins, made free underneath, aud attached to the outer 
border of the wing flaps, now fixed in their new situation by silver and iron 
wire. As tension strained the lateral flaps,-a crescentic incision was made 
beyond each groin to reduce it. After the operation the little patient suffered 
exceedingly, principally on account of scalding by the urine; but in about five 
weeks he was able to return home greatly benefited, the operation haviug 
proved a success, perfect with the exception of a small loss of substance at the 
lower edge of the umbilical flap. In its present condition the child will remain 
until cicatrization shall have completed its contraction, whereupon a second 
operation will be attempted, having for its object the formation of a sort of 
roof for his urethral groove. As things are, however, the urine escapes over 
rod around the penis only, and he is able to wear advantageously a railroad 
urinal." 

In supplemental reports, some account is given of recent progress in oph¬ 
thalmology, the contra-indications to the enucleation of ruined eyes are pre¬ 
sented, and the treatments of orchitis and urethral stricture are discussed. 

Pror. Abram B. Arnold contributes a paper upon Phthisis. This is chiefly a 
sketch of the different views of this disease held ut different times, tracing espe¬ 
cially the changes in medical opinion which have occurred during the last few 
years. 

In a report from a committee or section on Psychology and Physiology, Dr. 
Conrad treats of Insanity in its Fiuancial Relations to the States. The Doctor 
modestly states that his special experience has been of limited extent and dura¬ 
tion. This very plainly appears in his paper. 

Dr. J. E. Gibbons describes a cure of emoyema by aspiration, in a child of 
less than four years. During nine months, thirteen pints of matter were drawn 
off, in five tappings. 

Cases of obscure abdominal disease are reported by Dr. W. C. Van Bibber. 
A few cases of cure of peripheral paralysis are presented by Dr. John Van 
Bibber to illustrate the importance of treatraeat addressed to the muscle. In 
the January number of this Journal (p. 228), we referred to his valuable sugges¬ 
tions as to “ elastic relaxation." By tnis menns, by manage, by position, by 
electricity, the circulation and nutrition of paralyzed parts can be maintained, 
and recovery rendered more speedy and more complete. 

Pror. Frank Donaldson presents an analysis of Thirty-seven Operations of 
Thoracentesis by Pneumatic Aspiration. His experience is every way favour¬ 
able to the safety and great value of this treatment. 

3. The pamphlet of the Iowa Society is largely composed of brief essays or 
addresses. Some bear the aspect of being written because the writers were 
appointed to prepare something, rather than because they had anything especial 
to say. A good deal or information is conveyed, but very little not to be found 
in the text-books. 

A case of hernia of the ovary is reported by Dr. Benj. McCluer. The organ 
protruded through the saphenous opening, and was removed on account of 
pelvic and abdominal pains, und some inflammatory symptoms at the periods of 
menstruation. No ill results followed its removal. 
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p r - Ady reports a case of extraordinary prostration, apparently from malarial 
poisoning, in which the disposition and the ability to breathe were at first greatly 
lessened and at lost destroyed. From five or six respirations a minute, the 
breathing gradually failed, in spite of all >fforts to arouse and stimulate, till in 
an hour it had wholly ceased. The patient, at first responding to loud orders, 
sank into profound insensibility. The pulse at the wrist ceased. Feeble motion 
of the heart only remained. Artificial respiration produced, in a minute, a gasp, 
ing inspiration, and a flattering at the wrist. Half a drachm of aqua ammonia 
with as much water was injected into cellular tissue above the clavicle. No 
obvious result appearing, in a few minutes one drachm of tincture of cantharides 
was injected below the collar*bone. This seemed soon to raise the pulse. Arti. 
ficial respiration was kept up to supplement the natural, which, however, Boon 
became more frequent, and in an hour was normal. Large doses of quinia were 
given, and no subsequent paroxysm occurred. Twenty-four hours previously, 
he had experienced an attack almost as alarming. Abscess and sloughing fol¬ 
lowed the ammonia injection, but no trouble resulted from the cantharides. 

Dr. Drake reports two cases of adenia or Hodgkin's disease. Both died. 

Dr. Farnsworth sets forth the duty of the State in connection with the public 
health. He exhibits with considerable force the need existing in his State of 
proper sanitary supervision, and public enlightenment. 


4. In a report upon the health of Little Rock we find the negro population 
referred to as furnishing four or five times their proper proportion of deaths. 
Consumption is said to be peculiarly fatal among them. The writer adds that 
“it was very seldom observed" while they were in slavery. Another writer 
mentions the extreme rarity of erysipelas among negroes. 

Dr. Shibley believes gossypium to be far superior to ergot in promoting ex¬ 
pulsive uterine efforts, but inferior in arresting bleeding. 

Dr. Welch removed by aspiration twenty-eight ounces of pns frem the peri- 
cardial sac. Great relief followed, but death occurred a few days later. 

A number of brief reports of cases are given, of which we need name only 
one of extra-uterine pregnancy, in which the foetus was retained thirty years, 
and one of coredialysis. Others are interesting and instructive, but present no 
points of especial novelty. 

5. From the proceedings of the Alabama Association we learn that although 
the legislature a year ago constituted that body a State Health Board, it made 
no appropriation for expenses. The society now asks for further legislation 
appointing a health officer. Vigorous efforts continue to be made to obtain 
the passage of a proposed act to regulate and elevate the practice of medicine. 

Two long and elaborate papers constitute the bulk of this volume. The first 
is a prize essay on the Pathology and Treatment of Bright’s Disease, by H. D. 
Schmidt. One especial aim of the writer is to compare the organic chunges in 
this disease with those observed in yellow fever. He strives to show, more¬ 
over, that in the cases of Bright’s disease arising in his section of country, 
malaria is an efficient cause—setting in motion the train of morbid actions 
which finally results in the affection of the kidney. It is the author’s observa¬ 
tion of the disease, under his own peculiar climatic conditions, that gives the 
essay its chief value, though the entire paper exhibits evidence of study and of 
original research. 

Under the name of hemorrhagic malarial fever. Dr. R. D. Webb presents a 
minute description of the disease often designated as malarial bmmaturia. 
Whatever may be the fact in Europe, the malarial fever, with hemorrhagic ten- 
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dencies, observed in the Southwestern States, is the same disease, whether the 
effusion takes place in the kidneys, stomach, bow els, gums, nose, womb, blis¬ 
tered surfaces, or the substance of the tissues. Th e writer does not, however, 
neau to deny that haematuria is the most common end characteristic symptom 
of the malady. But not being constantly present the symptoms should not be 
taken as the name of the disease. Yellowness of the skin and excessive nausea 
are symptoms almost uniformly present. The paroxysms and remissions which 
mark the mularial origin are commonly, though not invariably, quotidian. 
Suppression of urine sometimes occurs after two or three paroxysms, and is 
apt to result in death from urmmic poisoning. If the disease is not checked 
before the fifth paroxysm profound and fatal prostration appears. 

From the suddenness of the cutaneous discoloration, and absence early in the 
disease of any tokens of suppression or reubso rption of bile, Dr."Webb believes 
it to be due to effused haematic and not to biliary pigment. 

The disease is by no means confined to persons debilitated by repeated attacks 
or continued influences of a malarial character. It attacks people in good 
health, and even those who have never before suffered from the effects of miasma. 

The author doubts if the forms of disease with renal hemorrhage described 
by European writers are identical with the one here described. His comparison 
of the different features of various hmmaturial diseases and his whole examina¬ 
tion of the symptoms, pathology, and causation of the malady, as observed in 
Alabama, are full, able, and instructive. 

6. The present publication of the South Carolina Society has little matter 
calling for notice. A fatal case of epithelioma of the vocal chords; one of 
trephining the cranium, with relief to paralytic and convulsive symptoms; an 
amputation for femoral aneurism; and a case of paroxysmal biematuria, are re¬ 
ported. 

7. The Missouri Transactions contain a few reports of cases having some 
points of interest. One account of an operation for the relief of neuralgia by 
the removal of the infra-orbital nerve and Meckel's ganglion, illustrates the 
danger of chloroform as an anaesthetic. Two 'or three times the dissection had 
to be suspended to bring the patient to life, as, whenever rendered insensible, 
he ceased to breathe. This unpleasantness led to a hasty termination of the 
operation, apparently t oithout removing the ganglion. The object of the ope¬ 
ration, however, was to a considerable degree attained. Dr. Prewitt reported 
the case, after hearing the presidential address, which contained an account of 
several cases of Nerve-section for Neuralgia. 

The cases of President Hodgen, above mentioned, were, two of the second 
branch of the fifth nerve, four of the third branch, and two of nerves of the 
lower extremity compressed by abnormal growths. 

In describing a case of blepharospasm, Dr. Dickinson gives a enrious history 
of permanent disturbance of the nervous system following stroke by lightning. 

Dr. Steele treats of torticollis in a very practical and sensible manner. He 
describes a device for obtaining elastic extension, by sticking plaster and India- 
rubber bands, which seems likely to be of use in connection with other treat¬ 
ment. 

8. Most of the papers in the California publication are quite brief and not 
especially noteworthy. They exhibit, however, a commendable pride and 
interest in the honour and the advancement of the profession. A committee 
upon Medical Education, reporting through Dr. Montgomery, advocates a 
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higher standard of acquirements than is reqnired and attained by most of oar 
medical schools. 

Obscure forms of epilepsy and the responsibility of epileptics, are treated 
in a paper by Dr. ShurtlefF. 

Dr. Dubois describes some convenient devices for applying water in motion, 
for the purpose of reducing the bodily heat in febrile states. 

We notice from the minutes here printed, that female physicians have been 
admitted as members of the Society. 

9. The large and handsome volume published by the New Jersey Society ii 
more than hulf filled with reports from county societies. Diphtheria appears 
to be the only disease that has been unusuully prevalent throughout the State. 
One practitioner claims to have treated one hundred and fifty cases, out of a 
population of eight hundred souls. 

Dr. J. S. Cook contributes an interesting essay upon climate. 

In a paper by Dr. B. R. Bateman, upon Mental Pathology and Criminal 
Law, is a somewhat violent but very loose attack upon the plea of insanity aa 
offered in criminal cases. Indignation at the setting at large of a homicide 
acquitted on this plea, is perfectly natural and proper. But surely the fear of 
this result should not prevent an expert from giving evidence, nor induce a 
jury to ignore it. It is not allowable to do one wrong in order to avert another. 
As to a certain case cited by the writer, we are forced to believe that he was 
not cognizant of the very strong evidence of insanity which was placed before 
the jury. 

. r y* ,e “Mention of the district medical reporters having been directed espe¬ 
cially to the true therapeutic value or mercury, and to the usefulness of topi¬ 
cal applications in malignant sore throat, we find a somewhat general and 
differing expression or opinion on these points. We judge that mercurials are 
much used and highly prized by the profession in New Jersey, but administered 
with a much more sparing and discriminating hand than was the practice in 
Tormer yeurs. The discussion of the mode of action of mercury, and its use 
m various conditions, is quite full and instructive. 

Among a number of interesting reports of cases, we find one of paralysis 
and gangrene attributed to embolism, in patients who had formerly suffered 
from acute rheumatism. Dr. G. T. Welch reports a case of membranous 
enteritis. Fatal chorea in a girl of eighteen, is reported by Dr. A. W. Rogers. 
Dr. D. A. Currie describes two cases of abscess of the larynx. 

10. In the minutes of the annual meeting or the Pennsylvania Society we 
tind a draft of a law to be proposed for passage by the State Legislature, in 
place or the Act passed in 1875 for the regulation of medical practice. The 
Jatter enactment was so unskilfully drawn as to be practically inoperative, 
ibere is also presented an exact statement of the facts in connection with the 
attempt recently made to force homoeopathic affiliations upon the staff of the 
Harrisburg Hospital. 

A committee appointed to prepare a petition to the Legislature for addi¬ 
tional provision for the insane of the seven southeastern counties neur Phila- 
, e P ma kc a powerful statement of the existing need, and a moving appeal 
for justice und mercy. 

In the Address on Obstetrics, Dr. R. Davis describes a new method or dealing 
with placenta pravia. It was suggested by the partial-detachment process of 
Dr. Barnes. Ihe separation is to be made towurds the nearest or the least 
firmly adherent edge of the placenta, and that, when reached, is to be brought 
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down nnd fully engaged in the os. The other segment of the placenta is not 
to be detached. The membranes being ruptured, labour proceeds without 
seriouB hemorrhage, without the necessity of version, and with diminished 
danger to the child. The procedure is claimed to be identical with that which 
takes place when Nature, unaided, deals successfully with this complication. 

The Address in Surgery, by Dr.D. Hayes Agnew, is full of wise suggestions 
and sound judgments. After full and careful trial, Dr. Agnew gives his earnest 
approval to the antiseptic treatment of wounds, as advocated by Lister, of 
Edinburgh. He warns his hearers, however, that, to avoid disappointment and 
failure, even the apparently trivial details must be carefully attended to. A 
new nnd simple apparatus for treating the fractured patella is suggested and 
pictured in this paper. 

The proofs of the agency of water and of milk in conveying the germs of 
disease, form the principal subject of the Address in Hygiene, by Dr. Benjamin 
Lee. * ‘ 

In the Alleghany County Society report we find narrated a sad story of 
culpable blundering, by which the youthful inmates of a so-called reform school 
were poisoned by polluted water. What amount of skill and tact in the 
supremely difficult work of moral reform can be expected, or could be efficient, 
in the presence of such murderous stupidity? 

The Berks County report iB principally occupied with an analytical exami¬ 
nation of the facts in regard to a recent severe epidemic of scarlatina in 
Beading. The report was prepared by Dr. W. F. Muhlenberg, and is a valu¬ 
able contribution. 

Dr. Herr, of the Lancaster County Society, reports a case of well-marked 
scurvy arising in a woman who persistently refused vegetable diet, though living 
amidst an abundance of such food. 

Dr. Rothrock, after practising for nearly half a century in Mifflin County, 
not only believes in a “ chauge of type,” from sthenic to asthenic, some thirty 
years ago, but also thinks that the last five years have seen a reaction commenc¬ 
ing towards the former condition. The great diminution in the prevalence of 
miasmatic and typhoid fevers, dating from 1850, is, he tells us, connected in 
the popular mind with the opening of the Pennsylvania Railroad. 

Dr. Hiram Corson, of Montgomery County, makes a vigorous plea for vene¬ 
section in commencing pneumonia. 

The report of the Philadelphia County Society, besides mortuary tables, 
contains a map so tinted as to exhibit the varying mortality from typhoid fever 
in different districts. This is very curious and suggestive. The entire Dela¬ 
ware River front is deeply coloured. It will be remembered that Bewers pour 
their contents into the docks, and that portions of the water supply are derived 
from that stream, while the tidal movements tend to diffuse its pollutions in all 
directions. A deeply-tinted belt also crosses the city, filling the space from 
river to river between Market and Spruce streets. A similar space directly 
north seems unusually free from the disease, especially at its eastern portion, 
where it makes a slight break in the otherwise continuous fever-line of the 
Delaware. We observe, however, a marked discrepancy between the figured 
mortality of some wards and the tints imparted to them on the map. The 
eighth, with a mortality less than the twenty-fourth (3.54 per 10,000 living, 
against 3.72), is made much darker. If we change the tint of the former 
ward to that even of the latter, the dark belt across the city disappears. There 
would seem to have been some error here. Tints and figures (mean, 6.53) 
agree, however, in showing the greatest mortality from typhoid in the wards 
No. CXLV.— Jan. 1877. 13 
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inclosed by the Germantown Road, Lehigh Avenue, and the Delaware, and 
traversed by Aramingo Creek. In West Philadelphia “Mantua" and the 
Twenty-fourth Ward bears to “ Hamilton Village" and the Twenty-seventh the 
favourable relation of 3.72 to 5.11. In the latter ward, the colour seems to 
deepen along Thomas’s Run, Cobb’s Creek, and at Darby. The wards con¬ 
taining Chestnut Hill, Germantown, and Frankford, exhibit the smallest mor¬ 
tality. Those containing Manaynnk and the Fulls make a much less favou ruble 
showing. . B. L. R. 


Art. XXXI .—A Practical Treatise on the Diseases, Injuries, and Malforma¬ 
tions of the Urinary Bladder, the Prostate Gland, and the Urethra. By 
Samuel D. Gross, M.D., LL.D., D.C.L. Oxon,, Prof, of Surgery in Jefferson 
Medical College, Phila. Third Edition, revised and edited by Samuel W. 
Gross. A.M., M.D., Surgeon to the Philadelphia Hospital. 8vo. pp. 574. 
Philadelphia: Henry C. Lea, 1876. 

It is now some twenty-two years since the last edition of this work appeared. 
In the present issue a number of changes are to be found. Among them are 
the omission of ninety-two pages on the anatomy of the urinary organs, and of tho 
chapters on worms in the bladder; foetal remuins in the bladder; serous cysti 
ami hydatids; hair and air in the bladder. Also the chapters on urinary deposits, 
on cystic disease or the prostate, and on inflammation of Cowper’s glands have 
been either entirely cut ont or relegated to subordinate positions under more 
general heads. There have been added as new material, chapters on rupture of 
the bladder, and evidently with the idea of rendering completeness to the work 
on vcsico-vaginal fistula, and on prostatorrhoea. These, with the chapters on 
the malformations of the prostate, on the injurious effects of operations on the 
urethra and on prolapse of the mucous membrane of the urethra in the female, 
constitute the main differences in the table of contents between the earlier edi¬ 
tions and the one now put forth. To assist him in bringing the subjects treated 
up to date, the venerable uuthor has called in the able services of his son, Dr. 
S. W. Gross, who not only has acted as general editor, bnt bus contributed 
valuable chapters on the tumours of the bladder and of the prostate gland. 

In these latter, in addition to the consideration of the fibrous and myomatoas 
tumours of the bladder, the editor devotes considerable space to an excellent 
resumi of the subject of the so-called villous growths or papillary fibromas, 
based upon the analysis of twenty cases of this affection. Its usual site in the 
vesical triangle, its comparative painlessness, absence of secondary glandular 
enlargements, and its occurrence either in infant or adult subjects under forty- 
four are well brought ont in a table in contrast to the symptoms presented by 
carcinoma, with which it is frequently confounded, and due importance is given 
to the value or the microscopical examination of fragments, not epithelium, dis¬ 
charged with the urine. A table of sixteen cases wherein removul of tumours 
of the bladder by operation was performed, four of which occurred in males, 
closes the chapter. The neoplasms of the prostate are also fully detailed, and 
the description of carcinoma of this gland may be considered the best in our 
language. 

The limits of a review of a work that has reached its third edition does not 
permit an extended analysis, hence we must pass over the chapters on cystitis, 
retention, etc., to those on lithotripsy and lithotomy. These are well written, 



